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Celebrating Black History Month! 
By Tabarak Alawwad and Fatuma Sidali 

 
Ladies and gentlemen, we will commence with the 
affair: Black History Month! While Tabarak and I did 
not attend, we were still able to get the information 
needed to inform our fellow students. This amazing 
event would not have occurred without the  students’ 

hard work, creativity, and commitment. The staff members who organized this event were Mrs. Frazier, Mr. Faulkner, and 
Miss Roundtree. Kayla   Frazier, a former Donovan student, introduced everybody throughout the timeline.  The cast       
included Xylona Kyles, who represented Harriet Tubman, Loyalty Jackson who acted as Sojourner Truth, Nate  Harvey as 
the Reverend James Lawson, Korae Penny who represented Shirley Chisholm, Jahlave Simpson  who acted as Bessie     
Coleman, Nevaeh Lawson who represented as Billie Holiday, Aneisah Young who acted as Rosa Parks, Nyanna Garnett 
who represented  Ruby Bridges, Fatimah  Mendez who acted as Aretha Franklin, Ja’zaiah Fulton who represented Mae 
Jemison, Keyamonie Davis who acted as Florence Griffith Joyner, Tymere Shepherd who represented Bobby Seale, and 
Kyle Frazier who acted as Spike Lee. Ahriah Baynes’ elegant closing remarks were the perfect ending to a perfect event.  

 

 
 

Continued on page 2 

Continued on page 2 Dress rehearsal before the performance 

Q: How was it working with the stage crew and cast? 

Emma Madigan: It was a great experience and everyone 

worked well. 

Mr. Phillips: They did a great job. 

Suithlyanpyu Sulypwo: It was a fun experience. 

James Nguyen: It was pretty fun working with the crew 

and cast. Everybody tried their hardest and we ended up 

doing good for the show. 

Q:What were dress rehearsals like? 

Emma Madigan: It went well, and was a good way to fix 

problems. 

Mr. Phillips: They were good. 

Jaylyn Kilts: We missed quite a few rehearsals, but it 

was  really productive and everyone did really good.  

James Nguyen: The hardest part about the rehearsal 

was the dance moves. They were complex, but they had 

got it down in their mind after they practiced it over 

and over. 

Pyu Nwel: It was chaotic at some points but overall they 

went pretty well.  

Michael Chau: Hectic and worrying, but they were fun. 

Suithlyanpyu Sulypwo: They did pretty good for only a 

few rehearsals. 

Q: On the night of the play, how did it feel when 

you did it in front of the parents? 

Michael Chau: Scared but ready. 

Jaylyn Kilts: I was really nervous to perform in front of 

my parents, but in the end they really enjoyed it and so 

for the  second performance it definitely made me less 

nervous.  

Pyu Nwel: I was excited for the first performance but 

the second one I was a lot more nervous because I  

wanted the last day to be perfect. 

Elizabeth Harahliad: Nervous and excited. 

Daniel O’Donnell: I was anxious but at the same time 

extremely excited. 

Q: What was your favorite part about the play?  

Michael Chau: The “Almost Paradise” Scene. 

Brianna Diachuk: “Holding Out For a Hero.” 
 

Footloose Q&A by Thaw Thei Paw and Thein Lan Paw                                                                                                                            



 
 

Shirley Chisholm was an American politician who became the first black woman 
elected to the United States Congress. 
Bessie Coleman was an American civil aviator, well-known because she was the 
first of African American and Native American descent, to hold a pilot’s license. 
Billie Holiday was considered one of the best American jazz vocalists. 
Rosa Parks was an American activist, well known for her pivotal role in the  
Montgomery bus boycott.  
Ruby Bridges is an American civil right activist and was the first African-
American child to desegregate an all-white school. 
Aretha Franklin was a American singer, famous for her music. 
Mae Jemison is an American engineer, physician and NASA astronaut.                                                                                                    
She is well-known because she became the first black woman to travel in space.  
Bobby Seale is a American political activist and had co-founded the Black Panther Party.  
Spike Lee is an American film director, producer, writer, and actor. 
Harriet Tubman was a runaway slave who helped other slaves escape to freedom. 
Florence Griffith Joyner became famous as a record-setting athlete in the areas of track and field. 
Reverend James Lawson is well known as a civil rights leader and had been close friends with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

 
 
 

 

Q: What was your favorite part about the play?  

Mr. Phillips: The performances. 

Suithlyanpyu Sulypwo: Being backstage. 

James Nguyen : When Ren and Ariel had a duet with “Almost Paradise.” I think it was a     

lovely duet and it touched my heart. 

Elizabeth Harahliad: Singing Holding Out For a Hero.” 

Samuel Lah: Getting to sing. 

Q: Who choreographed the dances for the play? 

Mr. Phillips: Mr. Bergamo. 

Q: What made everything all worth it? 

Michael Chau: Singing with my friends. 

Brianna Diachuk : Everything.  

Mr.Phillips: All the performances by the kids. 

Suithlyanpyu Sulypwo: The hard work in making the play amazing. 

James Nguyen : What made it worth it was everybody. We all gave each other courage to face with stage fright. We treated 

each other like family. 

Elizabeth Harahliad: Getting to have fun at the end. 

Pyu Nwel : The fact that I got to interact with so many new people and got closer with some was really what made it worth it 

for me. This year was really a big step forward to “Almost Paradise.” 

Samuel Lah: Sour Patch “Drama Crack.” 

Q: How do you feel about this being your last year in drama at Donovan? 

Fatuma Sidali: It all ended so quickly. If I had one wish, I would wish I could do it one last time and sing my solo. 

James Nguyen: It’s sad to see that it’s the last show that we did in Donovan. I know I’m not the only one who feels this way— 

it’s most of the 8th graders who did drama this year. It’s also going to be sad because in June we had a party and then Drama 

is over. I hate to see that Drama is over. I’m going to miss the 7th graders. We had so many special moments in Drama and I 

wish we could do it all over again because it was the best thing I did this year. 

Jaylyn Kilts: I didn’t perform in Mary Poppins last year, but doing Footloose really got 

me out of my comfort zone and I made a lot of new friends. This definitely made me 

want to do Drama Club at Proctor next year! 

Win Naing: I feel great and I hope I inspired some other young minds to try Drama. 

Elizabeth Harahliad: It’s a little heart-breaking but I’m just glad I’ll be able to cherish 

the memories. 

Pyu Nwel: These past 2 years have been amazing. It’s sad to say goodbye, but I hope 

to see everyone again in high school. 

Q: How long have you been a part of the Drama Club? 

Mr. Phillips: 13th show here and over 20 total. 

Black History Month continued 

Donovan’s Black History Month Actors 

The cast and crew of Footloose 

Footloose continued 



Junior Iron Chef 
By Thaw Thei Paw & Naomi Smith 

 
Last month Donovan’s Junior Iron Chef team traveled to SUNY Cobleskill to compete in a cooking contest. Our team 
included Mysean McKenzie, Ben Rawnika, Naomi Smith, Thaw Thei Paw, Nan Zar, and before we were allowed to 
go, the team had to have permission forms signed by our parents. We spent the first few meetings discussing what ingredients 
we planned to use and discussed a few ideas we had based upon those ingredients. During the next few meetings we          
narrowed our list of recipes down to three: pho, vegetable pizza, and vegetable lasagna. During our next meetings we brought 
in the   recipes we found, and tried them.  We tried doing a vegetable pizza but it was not very good because of the crust. We 
tried it a second time but it failed as well. We later got our recipe when one of our coaches, Mrs. Stutzenstein, told us about 
pho, and we all loved the idea. The following week, we tried making pho. The noodles turned out great, but we had problems 
with the broth. We all came up with ideas as to how to add more flavor to it, as it was very bland. We tried again and again each 
week to see if we had perfected the recipe. During the practice sessions at Donovan, we would have teachers come in and 
“judge” our    cooking. We wanted to see if the pho was improving. A few weeks before the competition we did it—it was perfect! 
After we finished  that, we had to write our speech and make a poster. We each took a part in this, we would go in during lunch 
to work on it. On the day of the competition it was fun. Our coaches, Mrs. Wronka and Mrs. Stutzenstein, met us at school very 
early. When we got to the competition we met the five other teams and the five judges. We saw the kitchen where we were  
going to be cooking. We did our best while cooking, but when it came to the judging, we were still nervous. When the judges 
announced  how everyone placed, we were all so happy and excited to tell people that we had gotten second place! 

Rehearsing at 

Donovan 

The finished pho 

poster 
Our prep table Now THAT’S a professional kitchen! Donovan’s 2nd place winners! 

Q: What games were played?                                                           

Gracie & Rowan: They played volleyball & basketball. 

Q: In the beginning what was your guess on who would win?                                                                                        

Gracie: I thought the teachers were going to win at first.                      

Rowan: I thought that the UPD was going to win. 

Q: What did you think was better— volleyball or basketball? 

Gracie: I think volleyball was better because I am a volleyball 

fan.                                                                                            

Rowan: I thought basketball was better. 

Q: What did you think about the teachers getting demolished 

by the Utica police department?                                                 

Gracie: Well, I was going for the police department because they 

had training and some of the teachers looked like they needed 

more practice. 

Q: Which teacher did the best?                                                           

Rowan: Mr. Hadity did the best in basketball. 

 

 

 

Q: Who was more cheered for?                                                    

Gracie: I think the UPD was more cheered for.                                                                                              

Rowan: I think the teachers were most cheered for.                                       

Mr. Simmons: I think that the fans cheered for the teachers. 

Q:What was the score for basketball?                                                   

Mr. Simmons: The teachers  lost two games to the UPD. 

Q: How many games did the teachers win? How many games 

did the UPD win?                                                                                    

Mr. Simmons The teachers won no games in volleyball. 

Q: Who was better in basketball—the teachers or the Utica 

Police Department?                                                                                      

Rowan: In basketball the teachers were really good. 

Fun Day By Netanya Hall                                                                                                                                        

I interviewed 7th grader Gracie Bohannon,  8th grader Rowan Al-alwaja & Mr. Simmons for the fun day 

with the Donovan teachers and the Utica Police Department. 

The Utica Police Department versus the Donovan teachers and staff 



     Come Shop With Us! 

        Tabarak Alawwad 
 

Tabarak: What is the school store? 

Mrs. Kokoszki: A cart with items on it for students to purchase. 
Tabarak: What kind of items do you sell? 

Mrs. Kokoszki: We sell pens and pencils, lead, squishies, jewelry, ear buds and 
much more! Our best seller is splat balls. 
Tabarak: Where do you sell your items? 

Mrs. Kokoszki: We sell them in the cafeteria on Wednesday mornings. 
Tabarak: Do you sell Donovan merchandise? 

Mrs. Kokoszki: Yes, we have order forms available at the store and the main office. 
Tabarak: Can you tell me about the big sale of the end of the year? 

Mrs. Kokoszki: Yes, the last few weeks at school the items will be on sale for half off. 
Tabarak: What do you have to do to join the school store next year? 

Mrs. Kokoszki: They have to listen for accounts and get an application. 
Tabarak: What does it take to work in the school store? 

Mrs. Kokoszki: You have to be dedicated, hard working, social, reliable and honest. 
Tabarak: What do you like about the school store? 

Mrs. Kokoszki: I enjoy teaching the students how to run a business and how to work together. 
Tabarak: Who runs the school store? 

Mrs. Kokoszki: Miss Buono and I. 
Tabarak: Where do you get your supplies from? 

Mrs. Kokoszki: Max L. Cowen School Supply Store is our supplier 
Tabarak: Where does the money raised go? 

Mrs. Kokoszki: The money goes toward Raving about a Raider prizes and field trips. 
 

Tabarak Alawwad, Netanya 

Hall, and Miss Buono with  

Donovan’s School Store 

 

 

 

 

 
Q: How many boys are on the team? 

Hector: 16 or 17                                     

Q: Who is the most positive player?                        

Hector: Juan Baez 

Austin: Juan Baez 

Q: When was your first game?                                     

Hector: April 24, 2019    

 

Q: How long have you played                                           

baseball?                                                      

Hector: 10 years 

Austin : 8 years 

 

Q: How long are the practices? 

Hector: 1 ½ hours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q: Tell me about Coach Dawes. 

Hector: He works his best to coach the team. He doesn’t  

like when we goof around during practice. 

Q. What does Coach Dawes make you do during 

practice?                                                                                          

Austin: Run 

Hector: He makes us run a lot.  We also do a lot of 

throwing and hitting. 

Q: How would you describe the team? 

Hector: Its fun to hang out with almost all of my friends. 

It feels good to be on the same team as some of my old 

friends from JFK—we’ve been friends since elementary 

school. 

Q: How did the team do this season? 

Hector:  Our season record was 3 and 7. 

We did pretty good because we worked our best.  No 

matter what, we didn’t give up.  
 

 

Home Run! 

By Samantha Potaczala 
       Even though Austin Lowery attends JFK and Hector Perez attends           

Donovan, they still are on the same baseball team and they both do very well.   



Speed, Endurance, Agility: Girls’ Track and Field 

Naomi Smith 
 
Q: What events do you participate in? 
Eh Ler: I participate in 200 hurdles, long jump, and high jump. 
Phoung: I participate in 400m, long jump, and discus. 
Kierstin: The 1500m, 200m, and triple jump. However there are changes nearly every meet. 
Asha: I participate in the 400m, the 4 by 100 relay, long jump, and occasionally the 200m. 
Q: What challenges occurred when you started track and field? 
Eh Ler: I was a beginner and I had no experience, so I wasn’t good. 
Phoung: In the beginning I did not know what to do. I was confused by almost everything. 
Kierstin: I was extremely out of shape and I had very bad shin splints. 
Asha: Trying to keep up with the group’s pace. 
Q: How did you overcome these challenges? 
Eh Ler: I practiced hard, and asked the coach for help. 
Phoung: I pay attention and focused more, and I asked the coach or people around me for help. 
Kierstin: I worked out a lot, stretched, and iced a lot. 
Asha: I focused on myself and stayed at my own pace. 
Q: Who motivates everyone to do better? 
Eh Ler: Naomi Smith— she is nice person and always motivational. 
Phoung: Naomi Smith and Krysta Crews— they are both very motivational, and cheer everyone on. 
Kierstin: Everyone on the team motivates each other. 
Asha: I would say Coach Siciliano and Naomi Smith. 
Q: What do you consider to be the coolest event (it doesn’t have to be one that you participate in)?  
Eh Ler: I think the 100m is the coolest because it’s very intense. 
Phoung: I feel like high jump is cool because of the technique you use to do it. 
Kierstin: I like watching the hurdles because it is impressive how they can jump over the hurdles. 
Asha: The 4 by 100 relay because it is very intense. 
Q: What is it like being on such a large team? 
Eh Ler: It is very fun because I can meet new people and make new friends. 
Phoung: There are different types of people that are good at various things, and it’s a great opportunity to make new 
friends. 
Kierstin: It is very different because now a lot of people actually know me. 
Asha: It is fun because you get to know many new people and the team has a better chance of winning. 
Q: How do you practice? 
Eh Ler: We start with warmups and 2 or 4 laps around the track. After that we go off to our events. 
Phoung: We do warmups and run on the track 3-4 times, and then we are off to our events. 
Kierstin: We start with warmups, then long distance runs laps. Sprinters do some exercises, and hurdlers practice  
hurdles. Once we are done with that we practice our field events. 
Asha: We usually do a 400m practice stretch. 
Q: What are your thoughts on the coach? 
Eh Ler: Mrs. Siciliano is an amazing coach. She is very helpful, and she can help people do better with their events.   
Phoung: Mrs. Siciliano is really nice, helpful, and motivational, which makes her a really good coach. 
Kierstin: Mrs. S. is very encouraging and helpful. 
Asha: Mrs. Siciliano is a great coach; she pushes us to work harder and try new things. 
Q: Who is the friendliest on the team? 
Eh Ler: The friendliest on the team is Ebby. 
Phoung: I would say Ebby. 
Kierstin: Everyone on the team is very friendly. 
Asha: Naomi, because at every meet she is always making new friends. 
Q: Who is the best in 7th grade for your events? 
Phoung: For discus, it is Summer Woo. 
Kierstin: Megan is the best distance runner in my event. 
Asha: They are all very good, but I would say Aaliyah Steele. 
Q: Who is the best in 8th grade for your events? 
Eh Ler: She does not do my event, but Ahriah is super fast and athletic. 
Phoung: For discus it’s Krysta Crews, and for long jump, Ahriah. 
Kierstin: Ebby is very good at triple jump. 
Asha: Everyone is good, but Ahriah is the best in my opinion. 

 



Donovan Middle School 
Boys’ Track and Field 

By Naomi Smith 
 

 

What events do you participate in? 

Aidan: I participate in the 800m and 1500m. 
Hser: The 400m and 1500m, and sometimes the 800m. 
Sophin: 4-2, 200m hurdles, and high jump. 
What challenges occurred when you first joined track and field? 

Aiden: The 1500 is very difficult and I still do not enjoy it. 
Hser: I was not used to track teams and had no knowledge in track. 
Sophin: When I first started track I had no experience. 
How did you overcome these challenges? 

Aiden: I put my head up and continued running. 
Hser: I started socializing with most of the members and I eventually learned on my own. 
Sophin: I paid attention and worked hard. 
Who motivates everyone to do better? 

Aiden: Coach, he motivates us and teaches us very well. 
Hser: Domante always cheers for me and Eh Ler gives advice on how to do better. 
Sophin: Sophin, he encourages people to work hard and not give up. 
What do you think is the coolest event (it doesn’t have to be one you participate in)? 

Aiden: I think the coolest event is probably the 4-2 or 4-1. 
Hser: Relays are the coolest because they require teamwork. 
Sophin: I think 200 hurdles are the coolest event because they are challenging and fun. 
What is it like being on a large team? 

Aiden: The boys’ track team isn’t too large actually, but we are a very hard-working group of kids. 
Hser: It places a lot of pressure as I do not want to fail them, but they are never disappointed in me. 
Sophin: It is very fun because everyone agreed to each other to do better. 
How do you start practice? 

Aiden: We start practice by running 800m while doing stretches. Then distance breaks off and runs 450m. 
Hser: We do stretches. 400m and 800m. 
Sophin: We stretch first, then go to our events. 
What are your thoughts on the coach? 

Aiden: The coach is really good because he pushes us to make us better. 
Hser: Coach Lorenzo pushes us to get on our requirements and corrects us on our errors. 
Sophin: He is rough on the team but always tells us how to do better. 
Who is the friendliest on the team? 

Aiden: The friendliest person is probably Tah. 
Hser: The friendliest person on our team is probably Rithy. He is always down to talk with us. 
Sophin: Everyone is very nice to each other. 
Who is the best in 7th grade for your events? 

Aiden: That’s a hard question because it’s a variety of events, but I would 
say Domante, Zyliek, or Sophin. 
Hser: The best seventh grader in my events are Owen and Lorendy. 
Sophin: Sophin. 
Who is the best in your events for 8th grade? 

Aiden: Lorendy. 
Hser: Donovan. 
Sophin: Zyliek. 
Who motivates the team more, the 7th or 8th graders? 

Aiden: The 8th graders help us a lot with our events. 
Hser: The 8th graders. They really help us out to improve. 
Sophin: The 8th graders. 



 
 
 
 

Q: What is your favorite part about the Ice Cream 
Social? 
Maria: The best part of the Ice Cream Social was 
when I got to hang out with my friends. 
Angel Graham: It provided a reward for the hard work 
that students put into school.                            
Q: If you were to rate this ceremony from 1-10 
what would you rate it?                                        
Maria : I would rate it 8, because it was good but not 
good enough to be 10. 
Angel Graham: I would rate 10, because the ice 
cream was good and it allowed you to                                            
socialize with good students. 
Q: How do you feel about this ceremony? 
Maria: It was fantastic.  
Angel Graham: I feel like it’s a great reward system 
for the hard work student put in school.                      
Q: Do you think that the kids enjoyed the          
ceremony?     
Mrs. Wronka: Yes, I do think the students enjoyed 
this event. Everyone was happy and it was nice to 

meet their families that attended. 
Q: What role did you play in helping put together 
this event? 
Mrs. Wronka: I volunteered on the committee and 
make cookies. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Q: How many cookies did you make? 
Mrs. Wronka: I made over 300 cookies. 
Q: How long does it take to bake those cookies? 
Mrs. Wronka: I spent two nights at home baking and 
one after school. I love baking, so it can be fun. 

 Cherry on Top! 
By Thein Paw 

Miss Palladino and some of Donovan’s hard-working students 



 
Great Gachowski 
By Angel Graham 

Without Mrs. Gachowski, Donovan Middle School would fall apart.  
She is responsible for making Donovan the great school that it is. 

 
When did you first decide to work at Donovan? 
In March of 2010 
Was there anyone who inspired you? 
No, I just always thought it was the coolest job. I originally wanted to be a            
chiropractor. 
What are some of the things you do? 
Payroll, purchasing, the school’s budget, lots of little things, make sure there are substitute  
for all classes. When there’s a teacher out and there’s no substitute, then teachers help me  
out by covering classes. 
What is the most memorable part of your career? 
Working with a fantastic faculty. 
Where did you go to school? 
I graduated from Proctor High School. I went to school for a year at MVCC, and then they  
hired me as a secretary. 
What do you think is your greatest achievement? 
Multitasking. 
Name the funniest thing that has happened to you at work. 
I was sitting at my desk, and Mr. Faulkner, I didn’t know it was him at the time, put a giant turtle on my desk, a huge, live 
turtle. And when I turned around I had a heart attack. 
What is your favorite thing about the students of Donovan? 
I love them. They’re very polite and respectful. 
What advice would you give students, especially those going to Proctor in the fall? 
Behave, be serious, and do a great job. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When did you first decide to work at Donovan? 
I started here on September 11, 2000. 
Was there someone who inspired you to work in the   
education field? 
No, I just thought it would be a rewarding job, interacting with 
students and teachers.  
I worked at Kernan school for 20 years. 
Where did you go to school? 
JFK, when it was a high school. 
What is your favorite part about your job? 
Interacting with the students. Even though I'm just a secretary 
I interact with them a lot. 
What are some of the things you do? 
I register students. I’m in charge of transferring student     
records when they leave us. I work closely with both  
counselors. I do a lot of their filing and phone calls.        
Something new every day. It never gets boring. 
What do you think is your greatest achievement? 
Holding my job for 38 years. 
 

 
 
Name the funniest thing 
that has happened to you at work. 
There is just not one incident, something funny happens   
every day. 
What is your favorite thing about the students of         
Donovan? 
Most students are very considerate and respectful of me. 
What advice would you give students, especially those 
going to Proctor in the fall? 
Do your work and what is asked 
of you. Be considerate of       
others. Be respectful of staff and 
students. 
Anything else? 
I’m retiring in June. I have      
enjoyed my career as a secretary 
and I have made many        
friendships throughout my career 
with students and staff. 

 
 

Super Secretary! 
By Angel Graham 

 
Mrs. Donovan is a great secretary for the 

guidance office in room 106.  
I had the pleasure to interview her before her 

retirement from Donovan Middle School 

Mrs. Donovan 

Mrs. Gachowski and a friend 



 A Bigger World                   
of People 

By Jasmine Connor 
 

An interview with                         
Mohamed Hotbani, an ESL       

student from Yemen. 

 

Jasmine:  When did you 
leave Yemen? 

Mohamed:  Four years ago. 
Jasmine: What is the best memory that you 
have of Yemen? 

Mohamed: The friends I had in my old school. 
Jasmine: What do boys and girls like you and 
I wear in Yemen? 

Mohamed: In my country, girls had to wear    
concealing clothing. Boys wore ordinary clothing. 
Jasmine: In your opinion, what is the best 
time of year in Yemen? 

Mohamed: Summer because you could go      
outside and have fun. 
Jasmine: What language do most people 
speak there? 

Mohamed: Almost all people there speak Arabic. 
Jasmine: How did you feel the first day you 
came to America? 

Mohamed: I was nervous about first  coming 
here. I thought that I wouldn’t make any friends. 
Jasmine: What do you like the most about    
America? 

Mohamed: I like the friends I've made here, the 
school I get to go to, and the food. 
Jasmine: What was a standard day for you 
like in Yemen? 

Mohamed: We would get up to finish chores early 
in the day, rather than what we do here. 
Jasmine: What are some things you miss in   
Yemen? 

Mohamed: I miss my friends and my old school 
the most. 
Jasmine: How hard was it to adapt to a new 
language and different surroundings? 

Mohamed: It was hard because I had to make 
friends without knowing much English. It wasn’t 
hard to make friends in Yemen because they  
respected me. 
Jasmine: Why did you come to the United 
States of America? 

Mohamed: My father got a job in America and he 
wanted us to come with him to be safer. 
Jasmine: How would you say “Good day” in 
your language? 

Mohamed: “Yom said.” 

 

A Trip to Oceania 
By: Thein Lan Paw  
 

An interview with                         
Nur Mohamed,  an ESL student 

from Malaysia. 
 

Q: What is your name? 
A: Nur Mohamed. 
Q:Where did you come from?  

A: I came from Malaysia.  
Q: How old were you when you moved to    
America?  

A: I was ten. 
Q: Do you have any brothers or sisters?  

A:  I have two older brothers and one older sister in 
the United States.  
Q: When you moved here was it easy for you to 
learn English?  

A: Not really. It is still hard to learn the names of 
things in English.  
Q: When you were in Malaysia what did you     
enjoy doing? 
A: I really enjoy playing with my friends. We would 
play tag and other games in the park. Aliyah was my 
best friend and she still lives in Malaysia. 

Q: What is something you really miss about  
Malaysia?  

A: I really miss my friends, I also miss some food like 
“ nasi lemak.” It is a rice dish with chicken and egg. 
Q: In Malaysia what is you favorite type of food?  

A: Satay (Similar to bbq meat on a stick) . 
Q: You seem to really like Malaysia, so why did 
your family decide to move? 
A: It was really hard to find jobs and the stuff there 
are very expensive and we didn’t have the money for 
it so we decided to move here.  
Q: What was school like In Malaysia?  

A: I went to Muslim school and it taught us how to 
read and write. It’s like church and the girls don’t go 
to the same school as the boys. The teachers yell at 
the students when they don’t  listen to them. School 
started at 7:00 in the morning. We didn’t eat lunch 
school.  We went home for lunch and we were done 
with school for the day. 
Q: When you were in Malaysia did you have to 
do chores?  

A: Yes, I do dishes, mop the floor and other things.  
Q: What is the weather like in Malaysia?  

A:The weather is warmer but we get the same 
amount of rain as we do here.  

  



Volcanos and Solar Systems No More 

 By Myintmo Lwin 

The biology science projects were on display at the ice cream social                  
in March, but the kids in bio were first notified of the projects back  
in December. Many kids partnered up with one another and chose 
some amazing ideas. Those  ideas had to do with things like: What 

type of slime would mix well with clay?, The effect that music has on plants, and What type 
of sugar would give cookies the largest diameter?  We even got to eat the cookies that were 
made. One of the projects I really liked had to do with three   
different food dyes  and clear jello. The project was to test which 
dye could get to the bottom of the jello first. Projects were    
supposed to be  presented in class on February 27th and 28th, 
but it went to the first week of March. If the students wanted, 
the projects could have gone to the science fair and UC. Overall 
there were interesting ideas and it was a fun thing to do.  

On The Trip to Learn of Our Past 

 By Fatuma Sidali 

On the 25th of April the students in Biology and Algebra went on a field trip to the              
Albany State Historical Museum. The spectacular teachers that chaperoned this field trip 
were Mrs. Comfort, Mrs. Allen, Ms. Palladino, and last but not least, Mr. Fagan. When we 
were on the bus it took at least an hour and half to arrive to Albany. When we arrived we 
were all put into groups. I was in Mrs. Comfort’s group, which proceeded to the Adirondacks 
Wilderness exhibit, and saw huge logs which they made houses from. We also made stops 
at the 1920’s New York’s longhouses of Native Americans, and we even went on a carousel! 
All groups went on it and we really enjoyed ourselves. All in all, it was a really fun field trip 
that encouraged my fellow classmates to learn about our unique history! 

The Effect of Music on Plant Growth 



Artists From All Walks of Life  

By Myintmo Lwin 

On April 10th, the Utica Public Library hosted an art show. The show had pieces from the school     

district and the general public. There were different sections of the walls for the different places the art 

came from.  There was even a section of one of walls dedicated to the Donovan students. The art   

teachers, Mrs. Pasqualicchio and Mrs. Kilian, submitted  artwork that had been done throughout the 

school year. Students had a chance to showcase their animal pattern projects and their landscape paintings. The library 

holds an art show every year and even though the art has been taken down, you can experience it next year.  Also, if you 

can, please show gratitude to the art teachers.  

 

 

Robo Raiders is an educational  STEM program at our school. The students who are in   

Robo Raiders are: David Almleaf, Alexander Hodges, Michael Close, and Demetrius    

Warren. The advisor of the group is Mr. Singleton. The way Mr. Singleton describes Robo 

Raiders is, “Robo Raiders use  kinetic Legos (moveable) to engineer and design robots that 

perform specific tasks. They use what they learn to compete in an-end-of-the-year robotics 

sumo wrestling competition at SUNYIT.” David Almleaf said, “We build robots and we program them on the  

computer. In the beginning of the year we work together to build a small robot. In the middle of the year we build 

separate robots and we program them on the computer to do different things. At the end of the year we build robots 

without directions. Then we program them to compete in a competition to sumo wrestle other robots in a ring.”   

Legos All Around By Netanya Hall 

 

“Playstation” Acrostic                                  

by Lefty Quinones-Oliveras 

 

 

Play 

Loud 

Asking your mom to play 

You leave it on 

Sitting for hours 

Talking to online friends 

A ton of fun 

Taking stuff 

It is boring sometimes 

On not off 

“NO” says mom! 

“Flowers”                                    

A Haiku by Paw Hkee Lar 

They smell like perfume 

Roses are very pretty 

Grow in a garden 

“Love Made to Last” by Tabarak Alawwad 

“The Universe” by José  Grullon 

 

 

The universe is a rainbow 

Green is the fall of leaves that spread everywhere 

Yellow is the sun that rises from above 

Blue is the depths of the seas 

Purple is the place where the moon rises 

Pink is the kindness and love the creatures have for each other 

All of these colors together make up my rainbow of the universe 

 

Poetry From Mrs. Kokoszki and Mrs. Spinks’ Students! 

Donovan’s robots 



  

Raving About Raiders! March 

                          7th Grade   

Selvina Bajrektarevic 

James Beard  

 Sandro Burdier 

Jasmine Connor 

Kaw Hay 

Jaidyn Lawrence 

Julissa Marrero 

Ruby Scalzo 

Nora Taoufir 

Nhu Tran 

8th Grade 

Wilmari DeVargas 

Tameisha Dixon 

Nykelia Gadson 

Loyalty Jackson 

Gevon Lang 

Shayla Morrissey 

Ler Khup Paw 

Jerry Poe 

Bruno Tinkham 

Christian Wilder 

Staff 

Mrs. Gachowski 

Miss A.M. Palladino 

May 

7th Grade 

Lafay Carter 

Maria Collazo 

Netanya Hall 

Ye Ye Htway 

AnnMarie Matos Irizarry 

Ner Soe Paw 

Airin Retamar 

Lar Gay Htoo Thi 

Dany Thoeun 

Alexa Yager 

8th Grade 

Ronald Boconsaca 

Anthony Bronga 

Ny”Yohnna Duesler 

Darnell Graves 

Dontasia Henderson 

Chee Paw 

Lefty Quinones 

Alyssa Reyes 

José Rodriguez 

Kaia Singleton 

Staff 

Mr. Faulkner 

Mrs. Kokoszki 

April 

7th Grade 

Mariah Bennett 

Karen Carbajal 

Ahoud Fateh 

Johnny Gomez 

Shiny Htoo 

Alexis Norales 

Ermina Softic 

Aneisah Young 

Win Zaw 

8th Grade 

Zeanna Ayuso 

Carlos Couvertier 

Kyle Frazier 

Ariana Hafele 

Eh Moo Na Hser 

Rehab Khames 

Juan Marrero 

Fatima Mendez 

Tymere Shepherd 

Dashawn Underwood 

Rebekah Walker 

Staff 

Ms. Hyde 

Mr. Tartaglia 

Helping th
e  

substitute in
    

social st
udies 

Honesty and helpfulness 

in Art class 

Helping ENL      
students 

Helping Mrs. Rose 

in the library 

Putting back 

folders 

Helping a student understand a Science assignment 

Taking notes for  

absent students 

Work ethic and 
time management 

Stopping a physical  

altercation 

Peer tutoring 

Huge improvement 

Perfe
ct    

attendance 

Following directions in lab 



Author Title Genre  

Laurie Halse Anderson  Speak  YA Fiction 

Gary Paulsen  Hatchet  YA Fiction 

Stephen Chbosky  The Perks of Being a  

Wallflower  

YA Fiction,  

Coming-of-Age  

Angie Thomas  On the Come Up  YA Fiction,  

Contemporary 

Rin Chupeco  The Bone Witch (Series)  YA Fiction,      

Science, Fantasy  

Markus Zusak  The Messenger  YA Fiction 

Ally Condie  Matched (Series)  YA Fiction,      

Romance,         

Dystopian, Fantasy 

Scott Westerfeld  Uglies  YA Fiction,  

Dystopian, 

Romance,  

Fantasy 

Jennifer Niven  All the Bright Places  YA Fiction 

Jenny Hubbard  And We Stay  YA Fiction, Poetry  

Anne Heltzel  Charlie, 

Presumed Dead  

YA Fiction 

 Alice Walker  The Color Purple  YA Fiction,      

Domestic  

Sarah Henning  Sea Witch  YA Fiction,  

Romance, Fantasy, 

Paranormal 

Susan Nussbaum  Good Kings Bad Kings  YA Fiction,  

Psychological  

Rajia Hassib  A Pure Heart YA Fiction,  

Mythology 

Sherman Alexie  The Absolutely True  

Diary of a Part-Time  

Indian 

YA Fiction, Diary 

Kristin Cashore Graceling YA Fiction,  

Romance, Fantasy 

J. D. Salinger  The Catcher in the Rye  Classic,   

Coming-of-Age  

John Green  An Abundance of  

Katherines  

YA Fiction,  

Contemporary 

Patrick Ness  The Knife of Never  

Letting Go 

YA Fiction,  

Science  

Page Turners  

By Jasmine Connor and Myintmo Lwin 

Here are a  few books to read over the summer.  

Roving Reporter 

What is your         

favorite movie? 

 

 Shadows 

 White Chicks 

 Wonder 

 The Color Purple 

 Ant Man 

 Everything, Everything 

 Home Alone 

 The Sound of Music 

 Chitty Chitty Bang Bang 

 Madea’s Big Happy Family 

 Beauty and the Beast (Emma Watson) 

 The Circle 

 Harry  Potter and the Order of the Phoenix 

 Dumb and Dumber 

 Dumb and Dumber To 

 Kung Fu Panda 

 Bird Box 

 High School Musical 1,2, and 3 

 Jungle Book  

 Jurassic Park  

 Hachi 

 The Unborn Child  

 Train to Busan  

 Hyperventilating  

 Cart  

 Front Cover  

 US-  

 Toy Story  

 Grease 

 Last Witch Hunter  

 Mulan  

 Avengers: Infinity War 

 Avengers: Endgame 

 The Godfather  

 Alita-The Battle Angel 

 Deadpool   

 Spiderman 

 The Dark Knight Returns  

 X-Man: Days of Future Past 

 Think Like a Man 

 Little Women  

 What's Done in the Dark  

 Night School  

 Nobody's Fool  

 I Can Do Bad All By Myself  

 Pet Sematary  

 300  

 Brother Bear  

 Cats vs Dog 1 and 2 

 Twilight 

 Annabelle 



The Spectator Newspaper Club  

The Spectator encourages all students to join the club. If you didn’t join for this 

issue, sign up for the next one.  More members = more fun! 

Angel Graham, President  

Naomi Smith, Vice-President  

Natanya Hall, Secretary  

Myintmo Lwin, Treasurer 

Tabarak Alawwad 

Jasmine Connor 

Thaw Thei Paw 

Thein Lan Paw 

Samantha Potaczla 

Fatuma Sidali 

 

Guest Contributors  Mrs. Allen, Mrs. Kokoszki, 
Mr. Leo, Mr. Colone, Mrs. Pasqualicchio,         
Mrs. Stutzenstein-Mankad 

Advisor: Holley O’Bryan 

 

 

Bronze Level 

Mrs. Cognetto 

Mr. Disotelle 

Mrs. Rose 

Silver Level 

Ms. Edick 

Mrs. Wehrle 

 

Gold Level 

Mr. Simmons 

 

Platinum Level                                                              

The Absolutely Fabulous Art Department 

Diamond Level 

Darlene DeIorio Benson 

Elite Level 

Donovan ELA Department AKA 
The Grammar Police 

Miss Palladino,  Principal 

PLTW Technology Department 

STEP Class-Mrs. Senior/ Mr. Chris 

Support Donovan’s Student newspaper and Utica 

Coffee roasting Co. at the same time! 

Choose from a wide variety of locally roasted coffees to satisfy your coffee cravings.   

Each 10 oz. bag of ground coffee = $10.00.   

Each box of 12 K-cups = $11.00 

Each bag of chocolate-covered espresso beans = $5.00 

Cup2Go = $12.00 

See any member of The Spectator staff to place an order! 

Spectator Patrons 

Spectator Staff 

Mr. Karam, Superintendent 

Mr. L. LaPolla, President 

Mr. Dawes, Vice-President 

Mrs. Ervin 

Mr. Hobika Jr. 

Mr. A. LaPolla 

Mr. Salatino 

Mr. Falchi, Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

Thank you to the UCSD  Superintendent and the                   

Board of Education  for their continued support of the         

Spectator Newspaper: 


